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Woodstock native’s paranormal fil

By LORI D'ANGELO
Daily News-Record

Zack Van Eyck spent 13
years in Los Angeles try-
ing to get his film scripts
produced, but it wasn't un-
til he finally returned to
his family's cabin in the
Shenandoah Valley that he
was able to get his first full-
length film made by produc-
ing it himself

And that film, “The
Hitchhiker Effect,” which
won several awards at small
film festivals, iz now avail-

able to atream on Amazon

Prime Video, Appla TV and |
Google TV. Van Eyck isn't |

hoping to make big bucks
on the low-budget sci-f

dramedy, which he filmed §
using rented equipment in [B

six days,

“Because my actors were
50 good, we were able to dg
it pretty quickly” he said,

Instead, he's juat hoping
for enough money back to
produce his next film.

“If we can just make
back another $20,000, we

Lead characters Alan, played by Michael Beardsley, and Liz,
played by Allyson Sereboff,-on the set of Woodstock writer
and director Zack Van Eyck's first fulllength feature film “The

Hitchhiker Effect,” in Woodstock.

m IS Now streaming

!n fact, he even has the
script for his next planned

41 project, “The Love Ma-

chine," and the actors in
mind. He plans to recast
Michael Beardsley and Al-
lyson Sereboff, who played
the lead characters, Alan
and Liz, in “The Hitchhiker
Effect.”

At festivals, the film won
several awards, including
best film, best actress for

See FILM, Page A9
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Sereboff, best cinematog-
raphy for Sara Bravo, and
editing awards for Adrian

. Dennis. Van Eyck also won

Auteur of the Year Award
at the Bare Bones Film and

Oklahoma, in March.

ter Alan returns from a trip
to Utah, where he investi-
gated parancrmal activity.
Alan believes that some-
thing spooky, perhaps ex-

him home.

This well-known phe-
nomenon i5 called “The
Hitchhiker Effect,” which
is associated with Skin-
walker Ranch in Utah, a
place known for its strange
happenings.

Van Eyck, 63, knows
about the Hitchhiker Effect
because he wrote about it
as a journalist for the Salt
Lake City newspaper, the
Deseret News, in the 1990z,
They asked him to write a
story about aliens, and he
did.

Van Eyck was able to
raise the money he needed
by cashing cut his retire-
ment and selling some of the
walnut trees on his family’s
13-acre property in Wood-
stock.

“We made about $8,000
of the budget from selling
our walnut trees, and we
have such a forested area
here, we're right next to the
GW MNational Forest, that's
our border. and the river is
our border on the other side,
that we have plenty of trees,
and you can't even tell that

the Robert Rodriguez Indie |

Music Festival at Muskogee, .

The film takes place af- |48

traterrestrial, has followed

paranormal events.

“From 1984-1996, Terry
and Glenn Sherman lived
out there with their two
children on what is known
as Skinwalker Ranch now”

! Van Eyck said. “They were

Submitted

Left to to right, “The Hitchhiker Effect” music composer Derrick
Dymalski, writer and director Zack Van Eyck, actor John
Bigham, and actor Michael Beardsley at the Hollywood Reel
Independent Film Festival in 2024.

the walnut trees are gone,
“ he said. “I love trees, and
I'm sorry that they're gone,
but that's how we made our
film."”

Van Eyck does have
other ilmmaking experi-
ence. He co-directed the
90-minute documentary
“Daytona Dream"” in 2010,
and he was one of two writ-
ers for the 2005 film “Jupi-
ter Landing.”

The initial budget for
“The Hitchhiker Effect”
was $19,565, and Van Eyck
has about four other films
he can make for the same
price if he can come up with
the money.

He already has the loca-
tion in mind: the cabin in
Woodstock, where he shot

“The Hitchhiker Effect.”

The star of “The Hitch-
hiker Effect,” Beards-
ley, has been in about
100 films, but he is not
a household name. An-
other star of the film,
John Bigham, has also ap-
peared in several films, in-
cluding 2022's “The Mean
One," about the character
of The Grinch, in which he
plays Dr. Seuss.

Because the cast doesn't
have a big-name star, Van
Eyck is hoping the story will
be the draw.

*“We're hoping that peo-
ple will watch it because of
the connection, to some de-
gree, to Skinwalker Ranch,”
Van Eyck said. “T broke that
story in 1996 while I was
working for the Deseret
News." !

Skinwalker Ranch-is a
512-acre ranch that is the
gite of numerous reported

= watching these windows or

portals open up in the sky
where you could see a differ-
ent atmosphere on the other
side, and ships would come
through, and they saw Big-
foot and dinosaur-type crea-
tures and dire wolves and
all kinds of other strange
stuff"

Van Eyck had previous
experience writing about
paranormal events, hav-
ing previously worked as
a journalist in New Mex-
ico. But it was only when
“Independence Day” came
out in 1996 that his editors
tasked him with writing a
UFD story. While attempt-
ing to track down a story,
Van Eyck met up with lo-
cal UFO researchers and
read Frank Salisbury's
“The Utah UFQ display:
a biologist's report,” which
was written in 1975 and de-
tailed reports of UFO ac-
tivity in the northeastern

eorner of Utah, which is |

gpmetimes referred to as
the Utah Basin.

Joseph Junior Hicks, who }
was both a science teacher ||
and an electrical contractor, |8
was the person locals went |

to when they had UFO sto-

ries. It was through Hicks |

that Van Eyck connected

with Gwen Sherman, and |}

the rest is paranormal his-
tory.
Van Eyck has the rights
to tell Sherman's story
and has already written a
script, but what he doesn’t
have is the budget to make
the film.

*The Hitchhiker Effect

is a very real thing that

make that bigger-budget

has happened, continues flm.

to happen, to researchers
who go out to Skinwalker
Ranch. This has happened
to some government peo-
ple, where they go out
there, and they're around
the activity, and then they
come, and the activity fol-
lows them home.” he said.
“It's kind of like poltergeist
activity. So I thought, “Well,
hey, that's a way that we
could write a story which
involves the ranch,' and
that's something that we
could do very easily just in
& house and that's the one
resource I have is a cabin
on 18 acres”

A TV series about Skin-
walker Ranch, “The Secret
of Skinwalker Ranch,” is
now in its 6th season on The
History Channel.

Van Ewck bhopes this
film, which tells the story
of Alan trying to figure cut
what is happening after
a trip to the ranch while
navigating marital strug-
gles with his wife, Liz, will
open the door for him to

He sees “The Devil's
Ranch” as such a film,

“It's like ‘Close Encoun-
ters,’ ‘Amityville Horror,'
‘Foltergeist,’ all wrapped
into one,” he said. “It's a
great story, but it needs lots
of special effects.”

“The Hitchhiker Effect.”
which features seversl un-
expected twists and turns,
leaves many viewers want-
ing to watch it again, Van
Eyck said.

If the film recovers its
costs, Van Eyck plans to be-
gin work on his next sci-fi
film, “The Love Machine®
next year on a microbudget.

“It's so gratifying to have
something produced,” he
said.

He now tells people who
also dream of making mov-
ies, “Don't wait for someone
else to make your film. Put
together $20,000, and do it
yourself”

Contact Lorl D*Angelo
at idangelo@dnroaline.
com or S40-208-2623.

Cinematographer Sara Bravo and writer director Zack Van Eyck
are pictured during the first shot of the film “The Hitchhiker
Effect” just below the Woodstock Tower.
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